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palace. He snatched a few hours of sleep at an inn which was conveniently near, and proceeded to discharge his duty at the earliest possible hour
next morning. The day had scarcely dawned, but the Emperor s ante-chamber was already open, and already contained two or three occupants.
Vespasian was a very early riser, and Pudens, who announced himself to the usher in waiting as the bearer of despatches from the army of the East,
was not kept waiting more than two or three minutes. Admitted to the Imperial presence, he met with a very warm greeting from his old chief; the
despatches were read, and the information they contained had, of course, to be supplemented by a number of details which Pudens was able to
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were summarily dashed, at least for the day,...
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