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*x*x*x* Excerpt from The Rev. Oliver Arnold, First Rector of Sussex: With Some Account of His Life, His Parish, and His Successors, and the Old Indian
College No excuse need in these days be offered for the study of history. In all ages of the world and in all departments of human activity some
knowledge of the past has proved requisite to a correct apprehension and full enjoyment of the present, as well as to a sagacious forecast of and a
wise provision for the future; and cone of the sisters nine has new more votaries than Clio. Not only are the great heroes who lived before
Agamemnon forever lost to us because they lacked a sacred bard to sing their story, but the genius of the historian has frequently won more lasting
renown than the greatest exploits of these he celebrated. Homer, who sang of heroes, Thucydides the philosophical, Livy with his pictured page,
Tacitus with his terse and thrilling tales, Gibbon the great, and Macaulay the many-sided have thus secured fame that shall perish only with the
languages in which they wrote. The historical picture, however, like any other, requires both proportion and perspective, and background as well as
foreground. In some degree the importance of an event varies directly with the length of time since it occurred. The happenings of yesterday are no
less history than those of a hundred years ago; but we cannot always get up high enough above the bustle and routine of every day life to estimate
aright the relative value of things, or distinguish the wholly transient from the comparatively eternal. The fellow fooling on the fence sees straighter
sometimes...
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