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two thousand years, the Church Universal has celebrated the life of our Lord. At Christmas, we remember and celebrate his birth in a stable in
Bethlehem. We watch him grow to a young boy who sat at the feet of the Temple leaders and spoke wonders they could not understand. We
continue to watch him as he started his ministry and preached to his people of the promises of God to the people of Israel. AEer his three years of
ministry, we prepare for his suFering and death, and grieve at the foolishness of the people who could not believe. We stand at his cross and watch
as his disciples who followed him fled in fear for their lives, but three days later we rejoice with the faithful women who went to the grave to grieve
the loss of their Lord. To their wonder, and ours, we rejoice in his resurrection and celebrate the life he has given us through his suFering, death and
resurrection. We celebrate his ascension to Heaven, with his promise that he would be with his disciples in the Presence of the Spirit, to teach and
prepare them for his return. Ten days aEer his Ascension, we witness and celebrate the Coming of the Spirit at Pentecost and rejoice in the birth of
the Church. We hear the words of Peter and sit in wonder of all the Spirit promised. Then, suddenly, the Church stops its celebration. There is silence
for six months, until in December we return to the stable in Bethlehem and start our celebration again. What have we forgotten; what do we
neglect? What are we missing? Why has the...
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