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White Horse Press, United Kingdom, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. The Richness and the Fragility of Italy s
Humanised Environment This book, a translation of the author s original Italian Breve Storia dell Ambiente in Italia (Il Mulino, 2015) aims to bring
together the general lines of interpretation of Italian environmental history from the decades prior to national unification to the present day, laying
foundations for the writing of national history from an environmental history perspective. The volume reconstructs processes of change in the use
of natural resources in Italy, and the associated environmental and social consequences. The use in historical analysis of a polysemic concept such
as environment expresses the deep synergies in the history of Italy that have tied together nature and human activities, ecological and socio-
economic issues. The ancient roots of settlement, early anthropisation by past civilisations and historical features of the processes of transformation
of rural and agricultural landscapes to which large areas of the peninsula have been subject impose a historical reconstruction in which changes in
the use of natural resources are closely intertwined with changes in the territory considered as a natural historical context, built and humanised.
Furthermore, corollary to the great richness and variety of nature and landscape, the artistic and archaeological sites, agriculture, gastronomy and
oenology, that have supported the country in its rise to global political significance, is vulnerability in terms of geological fragility, hydrographic
system and seismicity. The book aims to understand how Italy as a unitary state has ruled the balance of an area overwhelmed by the impact of an
economic development model characterised by high consumption of natural resources and energy. With this in mind, an important focus of
consideration is the relevance of public policies, and the relationship between policy-makers and the...
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