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childlike expression in her face, a look of resolution and womanliness which was new to it. And he
went away, blaming himself for his folly in not having understood her better. He was very
impressionable, and he had often fancied himself in love, and recovered quickly; but his feeling for
Meg was deeper than any he had experienced before. He had found this out almost directly he knew
her; but his was one of those easy, indolent temperaments that enjoy the present pleasure without
thinking of future consequences, and he had drifted along the sunny stream of life at Ferndale, not
consciously trying to win Meg away from Armstrong, but trusting in his careless fashion that the
engagement, which he did not believe was a happy one for either of them, would come to an end
somehow. When his hopes were fulfilled, it...
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