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Hall's novel is one of the best--if not the best--thrillers of the year. It sizzles with tension and delivers a pithy, provocative plot, more rough-and-
tumble action than an Arnold Schwarzenegger movie, a devilish touch of black humor, a superbly crafted cast of characters who are as appealing
as they are paradoxical, and a slam-bang ending. Sharon Brautner is a nurse in the psych ward at Bellevue Hospital in New York. Still reeling from a
horrifying personal tragedy, she spends all her emotional energy on her patients. When Milt Slavitch is admitted, suffering from delusions and
bleeding from self-inflicted wounds, Sharon at first writes him off as just another nutcase. But the more she talks with Milt, the more she realizes he's
quite different from the usual Bellevue crazies. For starters, Milt Slavitch isn't his real name. It's only one of the dozens of a.
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