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hat is on straight. Sara Sale now casts a modern light on this traditional first lady through the first scholarly biography of Bess. Unlike Eleanor
Roosevelt, Bess did not want to be a public figure and struggled to keep the press happy. But Sale shows that, although Mrs. Truman avoided the
public spotlight, in private she was a strong-minded, intelligent woman who influenced her husband s presidency a shrewd political operator who
knew how to achieve her own goals without fanfare. Sale traces Mrs. Truman s many philanthropic efforts both before and during her White House
years and places her public activities in the larger context of contemporary women s activism. She also reveals how the president discussed all of his
policy decisions with her, making her his full partner. Grounded in research into previously overlooked archives at the Truman Library and the
Library of Congress, Sale s work expands our understanding of a remarkable American woman....
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