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advance into promised lands where he himself can plant no seed and consequently reap no
harvests? Perhaps as science becomes less static and dogmatic we incline to recognize a mans
importance more and more in terms of the problems which he sets for others to solve and less as
regards his definite and tangible contribution to the fund of human knowledge. Hume in
metaphysics is, of course, an illustration of this latter type. His destructive analysis of the
metaphysical presuppositions of his day forced a right-about-face in theories of knowledge and a
new attempt to describe the nature of the human understanding. So, too, Herbart in his
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