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National Fast; September 26, 1861 Think not that | am come to send peace on earth; | came not to send peace, but a sword. - Mat. 10:34. Some minds
have found it difficult to reconcile this declaration with what prophets wrote and angels sung. Before the advent of the Messiah, it was written, His
name shall be called the Prince of Peace; and of the increase of his government and peace, there shall be no end. And the angelic song, announcing
his advent, was in the same strain: Glory to God in the highest; and on earth, peace, good will towards men. Yet in giving an account of the effect of
his own mission, he says, Think not that | am come to send peace on earth; | came not to send peace, but a sword. | am come to set a man at
variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother; and a mans foes shall be they of his own household. The contradiction here is
only a seeming, not a real, one. It is the result of his mission to the abodes and the hearts of men, viewed from two different positions. There is, in the
experience of every disciple, both this peace and this warfare. In me, said the Savior, in that last, affecting interview with his chosen ones, before his
passion, In me ye have peace, in the world ye shall have tribulation. And so they soon found it; and themselves testify that they are troubled on...
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