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has next attracted the inquiries of Your Committee. The great and valuable articles of the Company s Investment, drawn from the articles of internal
trade, are raw silk, and various descriptions of piece goods made of silk and cotton. These articles are not under any formal monopoly; nor does the
Company at present exercise a declared right of pre-emption with regard to them. But it does not appear that the trade in these particulars is or
can be perfectly free; not so much on account of any direct measures taken to prevent it, as from the circumstances of the country, and the manner
of carrying on business there. For the present trade, even in these articles, is built from the ruins of old monopolies and pre-emptions, and
necessarily partakes of the nature of its materials. In order to show in what manner manufactures and trade so constituted contribute to the
prosperity of the natives, Your Committee conceives it proper to take, in this place, a short general view of the progress of the English policy with
relation to the commerce of Bengal, and the several stages and gradations, by which it has been brought into its actual state. The modes of abuse,
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