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***x* Excerpt from Abraham Lincoln Since the time of Washington and Franklin there has arisen no American so fully entitled to be numbered with
them in the list of the world s great worthies as Abraham Lincoln. His is a name, not for an age but for all time, - not for one nation but for all
peoples; and it is well to recall his memory and review his work, and consider those distinctive traits of character which made him the great man he
was. A man really is what he is; we can know him, chiefly, by what he does, and his manner of doing it. What Lincoln had to do was the righting of a
great wrong - the saving of a great nation by the removal of a great evil that was destroying the nation. To understand his work it is necessary to
understand the nature of this evil, the conditions of its existence, and the difficulties attending its removal. The brief historical outline which follows
will, therefore, be of use. | can vouch for it as correct in the general, though many minor and qualifying particulars are of necessity omitted. Slavery
In The United States. In 1781 thirteen American colonies were united in a Confederation. In every colony, excepting Massachusetts, slavery existed.
Some of these colonies had immense territories in the Northwest which they ceded to the general government; and in 1787 the Ordinance proposed
by Mr. Jefferson, of Virginia to exclude slavery forever from these territories, was passed, having received the entire southern vote. Soon after this
the Constitution was adopted, to form a more perfect union, and this Constitution contained a provision...
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