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outdated and harmful tradition without questioning it. Usually, winning the lottery implies that one participant gets rewarded, but in Shirley
Jackson s short story, winning The Lottery means getting stoned to death by the other participants, that is, by their neighbours, friends and even
own family members. My claim is that traditions which have lost their meaning and are followed blindly can cause otherwise normal people to act
abnormally without thinking. Thus, the human nature is not inherently violent, but it is the unthinking adherence to their tradition which is the
primary cause of their violence and cruelty. After all, groups of people can easily influence human nature as well as their distinction of good and evil
provided that the people uncritically follow a tradition which they do not consider as a barbaric event, but as a normal civic event taking place
annually. My aim is to examine, in a close reading, the eKects of blind adherence to traditions on the characters behaviour in the story. In order to
this, I will verify the point that the villagers blindly follow their tradition, although they have forgotten its origin significance. ALerwards, I will
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