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***** The thirty two year old burden of carrying an empty heart was finally lifted when Joey returned to Beal Gardens, on the campus of Michigan
State University. Late one Saturday night, Joey sat in the center of the gardens admiring the protective canopy of oak and beech trees, which had
grown from the puny saplings he helped plant. As he closed his eyes in the peaceful darkness, re-living the best years of his life and imagining what
could have been if the only girl he had ever and could ever love hadn t abruptly ended their lives together; he was startled by a shadow in the
intermittent moonlight. Joey prepared to defend himself from the intruder when he was shocked speechless as a beautiful woman with an athletic
build, long reddish brown hair and a crooked smile revealed herself and began drawing his eyes deeper into hers. Mary Ann didn t understand what
had lured her back to Beal Gardens until she saw Joey sitting on the concrete bench that they had shared so many years before. Neither one spoke a
word. They gently took each other s hand, left where they had originally found love and disappeared into old memories. After the amazing reunion,
a depressed Joey sulked on the tarmac, waiting for his flight back to loneliness when he was removed by security guards and escorted to an anxious
Mary Ann who had raced to the airport to tell him that she couldn t make the same mistake twice. Late one December evening, in the middle of the
worst blizzard in history, they were blessed with the impossible birth of a beautiful baby girl who grew...
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