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Welcome to the National Bureau of Standards (nbs) and to the symposium on Retrieval and Analysis
of Orthopaedic Implants. We at nbs are pleased to cosponsor this symposium with the Food and
Drug Administration, the American Society for Testing and Materials, the American Academy of
Orthopaedic Surgeons, the Orthopaedic Surgical Manufacturers Association, and the Society for
Biomaterials. The list of organizations is long and impressive, to be sure. I believe, however, that this
multiple sponsorship attests to both the importance of the subject and the fact that a wide variety of
competences and interests must be brought to gether if we are to reach our common goal of
improving the performance of orthopedic implants, I personally am pleased to appear before you
to launch this symposium aimed at achieving this goal. I have felt for many years that nbs could
make unique contributions by helping to provide standards, test methods, and data that would
enable manufacturers, surgeons, and agencies...
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