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harbor, even offering his services free, he strenuously refused to attempt it. The San Diego press strongly censured the captain, claim ing that his
not entering cast doubts on the safety of the port. He however paid no attention to their criticisms and remained outside, On April the twenty fourth
we cleared for action, prepara tory to having target practice with great guns. On this day a horrible accident occurred; one that will remain for ever
engraven on the minds of those that saw it. Coxswain John N. Johnson, captain of gun number three, stepped to his place to fire, witha joke to the
gun s crew and asmile on his lip. The next instant, with the smile still lingering on his face, he was hurled into eternity. The great gun recoiled off its
carriage, snapping like pipe stems the massive steel bolts that held it in place, crashed down on poor Johnson, hurling him to the deck and killing
him almost instantly. Every man stood aghast at the. Fearful sight. There lay their shipmate, but a moment before in all the glory of healthy,
vigorous manhood, now a crushed and bleeding corpse. In spite of themselves a sob arose...
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