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MA NIP ULA TION Many readers upon the occasion of their taking up this book for the first time will
be under the impression, doubtless, that the most important revelations it contains will prove to be
those connected with the manipulative devices employed by card-sharpers and others in cheating
the simple-minded and unwary. But, whatever preconceptions upon the subject may have existed,
the details of mere manipulation are far from being those of the most consequence to the sharp in
the exercise of his profession. This, of course, must be understood to be simply a general statement
which does not apply to particular cases. The low-class English sharp, for instance, relies almost
entirely upon certain forms of sleight of hand to deceive the senses of his dupes. Again, there are
some tricks and dodges which are practised by even the most...
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