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The Manhattan; An Illustrated Monthly Magazine: July, 1883 The history of a college, like that of a nation, is something more and better than a
catalogue of famous names, a narrative of startling achievements, a record of architectural growth and pecuniary acquisitions. It is the story of an
organic life, unfolding itself from an ideal germ, controlled by fixed principles, and conditioned by a certain environment. A great institution of
learning has an individual and personal character. It is not a chance aggregation of men and buildings, but an organism, and before we can really
understand its nature or its history we must know its vital spirit and the law of its development. This is especially true of Princeton College. You
cannot understand its position and its growth, you cannot get a right conception of its character and the work that it has done, unless you know the
idea in which it had its birth, and which has always guided its career. This idea was the necessary union of true religion and sound learning. The
founders of the college, leading men in the rapidly-growing colonies of New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania, believed that the future welfare of
the country depended on the maintenance of this union. They thought that both Christianity and culture were essential to the prosperity of a people.
They believed that religion could best be defended by the aid of philosophy and science. They believed also that philosophy and science could best
be developed from the Christian standpoint and under Christian influences. And therefore they sought the sanction of the government for the
establishment of a seminary of true religion and good literature within the...
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