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death leA Marcelle at the mercy of her lecherous stepfather, until Thomas Mayhew, King's Messenger and attendant to the flamboyant court
favourite Robert Carr, oBers her protection, freedom .and love. But such perfect happiness is brittle, vulnerable. A mysterious royal lover, tawny-
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game and Marcelle's desperate search for her son threatens her reconciliation with Thomas, her health, and her very sanity .
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