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**xxx Cities are often places of great energy and optimism. They are where most of us choose to live work and interact with others. As a result, cities
are where innovation happens, where ideas are formed from which economic growth largely stems. Although wrestling with difficult challenges,
sometimes individually but more often collectively, cities are able to address some of the most significant challenges facing society today. City
councils around the world are reducing air pollution, banning diesel cars, introducing smoking bans, bicycle rental schemes and even imposing
sugar taxes in order to help citizens make better lifestyle choices. Often nimbler than nation states, cities such as Paris, London, Mexico City, Aspen
and Copenhagen are becoming test-beds for innovation that is then shared from one to another. There is much to be done and many city leaders
are working on the challenges. However, as a steadily rising global population approaches 70 urbanization, the problems are now accelerating. City
leaders today have to react quickly to accommodate vast influxes of people. There are many priorities; the provision of basic services - housing,
water, sanitation, schools and hospitals; the establishment and maintenance of effective transport and technology infrastructures; the delivery of
fair and effective policing; and the creation of an attractive business environment. The list is considerable. Now, perhaps more than ever, city
leaders are seeking to better understand, share and explore options and future directions. No two cities are the same, so there is no universal
blueprint on how best to design, manage and support urban growth. But experiences can be shared, lessons learned, models debated and new
perspectives discussed. The Future Agenda team facilitated twelve high-level discussions in different cities around the world...
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