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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 Excerpt: .and employees, it can hardly fail to ameliorate the industrial
situation.--Youth s Companion. THE BUNGLING SEAMEN S BILL. Even William F. McCoombs, Chairman of the Democratic National Committee, has
expressed the opinion that the La Follette Seamen s bill should be repealed. The Administration is coming to the same idea. Conditions on salt and
fresh water have become chaotic, and the Department of Commerce has been compelled to suspend certain provisions of the Seamen s law owing
to the bungling manner in which these were written. Spearman Lewis, secretary of the Lake Michigan Passenger Lines Association, recently asked
this question: For whom has Congress convulsed the merchant marine of the United States, driven it from the Pacific and demoralized its operations
in general? This is the answer: in his testimony before the Federal Trade Commission in San Francisco Andrew Furuseth, President of the
International Seamen s Union, the sailor-lobbyist author of the bill, stated there were approximately 60,000 seamen employed in the United States,
including the Great Lakes. Of this number approximately 14,000 were members of the union, and that of this 14,000 about 70 per cent would not be
available in case of war with Europe because, being foreigners, Jhey would have to be interned. This leaves 30 per cent Americans in the
organization, or about 4,200 American sailors. Granting these men the right to good food and humane treatment, we are nevertheless confronted
with one of the most vicious examples of government by and...
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