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Americans are familiar with the day that will live in infamy. At 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, December 7, 1941, Pearl Harbor, the advanced base of the
United States Navy s Pacific Fleet, was ablaze. It had been smashed by aircraft launched by the carriers of the Imperial Japanese Navy. All eight
battleships had been sunk or badly damaged, 350 aircraft had been knocked out, and over 2,000 Americans lay dead. Indelible images of the USS
Arizona exploding and the USS Oklahoma capsizing and floating upside down have been ingrained in the American conscience ever since. In less
than an hour and a half the Japanese had almost wiped out America s entire naval presence in the Pacific, but one of the aspects of the war most
forgotten is that the Japanese simultaneously launched concerted attacks against American targets elsewhere in the Pacific that the same day,
including one against the strategically located Wake Island. Claimed for the United States in 1841 by the cheerful, narrow-faced Lieutenant Charles
Wilkes aboard the USS Vincennes, Wake Island (actually three separate portions known as Wake, Peale, and Wilkes Islands) remained essentially
useless until the technology and politics of the 20th century suddenly rendered it more important. Given the possibility of war with Japan in the near
future, the United States Navy began researching and developing the island for use as a forward airbase in 1940. Located between Hawaii and
Japan, with the nearest inhabited land over 600 miles away, Wake appeared as a key strategic asset for America. Its status as U.S. territory...
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