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Speech Against the Conscript Act Fellow-Citizens: As perhaps most of you know, | have had less to do in the calling together of this assemblage, than
with any other meeting here in Thomson, that | ever addressed. Neither in The Jeffersonian, nor in any other paper, within my knowledge, has my
name been mentioned - and no one has been authorized to state that | would appear here, as one of the speakers. The extent of my personal
connection with it, was the assurance given by me to a committee of my Dearing friends, that, if the people saw fit to hold such a meeting, I, as a
citizen, a taxpayer, and a lover of my country, would be present, and give my views on the subject which so profoundly agitates the public mind. In
the years gone by, we have held many a mass-meeting in this Court-Room. Nearly thirty years ago, we started, in this room, the great fight on the
Jute Bagging Trust - a fight which spread from this county, to other counties throughout the State - and from this Stte to other States, until all
Dixieland was in revolt against an oppressive combination, which was remorselessly victimizing the cotton-growers of the South; and as you well
remember, the movement which we started, here in this Court House, finally brought that insolent Trust to its knees. That was nearly thirty years
ago: many of those who are here today, were not here then; and many of those who were here then, are not here today, nor will they ever meet with
us again, in this world. Man of you, like myself, have lived out the greater...
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