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**xxx Excerpt from Speech of Hon. E. H. Webster, of Maryland: Delivered in the House of Representatives, June 19, 1862 The House having under
consideration the bill relating to claims for the loss and destruction of property belonging to loyal citizens, and damages thereto by the troops of
the United States, during the present rebellion - Mr. Webster said: Mr. Speaker: It has been some weeks since this bill was reported to the House from
the Committee of Claims, but owing to circumstances over which the friends of the bill had no control, although a special order, it has been
necessary to postpone it upon several different occasions. It is now, however, before the House for consideration, and | trust that we shall continue
that consideration until the bill is passed. It is a very important bill to a great many people, and especially to those who live in the border States, or
more properly the central States on both sides of Mason and Dixon s line. It is a bill, as its title states, providing for compensation for the loss and
destruction of property belonging to loyal citizens, and damages done thereto by the ti oops of the United States, during the present rebellion. The
Legislature of my State, at its last session, passed a resolution instructing its Senators and requesting its Representatives to use their utmost efforts
to procure the passage of some such bill as this. The State convention of Missouri a few days since passed a similar resolution, and | think the
Legislature of Kentucky did the same thing; | know a deep interest is felt by the people of that State in the...
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