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had a number of Gurus or spiritually perfected Masters. One was a Sufi Master named Sheikh Taqqi. The most famous was Ramanand, a Bhakti
Master. Kabir wanted to become his disciple, but it was said that Ramanand only accepted Brahmins as disciples. Kabir refused to accept this. He
devised a plan! One day he hid under the steps of the ghats where Ramanand would go to bathe early every morning. Ramanand stepped on the
body of Kabir (as Kabir had hoped). The Master having trod on one of God s creatures called out Ram, Ram, his personal mantra or prayer to God.
Kabir, having obtained the prayer began to recite it and Ramanand on seeing the sincerity and cleverness of the young man accepted him as a
disciple. Kabir strongly denounced the orthodox ways of religions: rituals and ceremonies. His quick wit and razor sharp tongue tore strips off the
hypocritical theologians and priests. Kabir s short teaching poems which are called sakhis (meaning sayings or witness ) are like short, hard, sharp
punches at the heart - direct, full of power, they take your breath away for a moment, you see stars, they hurt for quite some time afterwards, they
are a real shock to...
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