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*****The notorious drug trafficking kingpin Joaquin El Chapo Guzman is now imprisoned in the United States awaiting trial, following the Mexican
government s decision to extradite him to the United States on January 19, 2017, the day before President Trump took office. Guzman is charged
with operating a continuing criminal enterprise and conducting drug-related crimes as the purported leader of the Mexican criminal syndicate
commonly known as the Sinaloa cartel. The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) maintains that the Sinaloa cartel has the widest reach of
any transnational criminal organization into U.S. cities. In November 2016, in its National Drug Threat Assessment, the DEA stated that Mexican drug
trafficking groups are working to expand their presence, particularly in the heroin markets inside the United States. Over the years, Mexico s
criminal groups have trafficked heroin, methamphetamine, cocaine, marijuana, and increasingly the powerful synthetic opioid fentanyl. Mexico s
drug trafficking organizations (DTOs) have been in constant flux. By some accounts, in 2006, there were four dominant DTOs: the Tijuana/Arellano
Felix organization (AFO), the Sinaloa cartel, the Juarez/Vicente Carillo Fuentes organization (CFO), and the Gulf cartel. Since then, the more stable
large organizations have fractured. In recent years, the DEA has identified the following organizations as dominant: Sinaloa, Los Zetas,
Tijuana/AFO, Juarez/CFO, Beltran Leyva, Gulf, and La Familia Michoacana. In some sense, these organizations might be viewed as the traditional
DTOs, although the 7 organizations appear to have fragmented to at least 9 (or as many as 20) major organizations. New crime groups have
emerged since Mexican President Enrique Pena Nieto s inauguration in December 2012, so he has faced an increasingly complex crime situation.
The major DTOs and new crime groups have furthered...
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