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parents mourn the lapsing of their children from purity and uprightness, little dreaming that their own omissions are the responsible agents. Boys,
especially, come in contact with an impure world early in life. They are thrown into its atmosphere in their early associations and at the public
schools. Secret habits are taught them, that from the very beginning give their lives a trend toward what the Scriptures call the flesh. In these secret
indulgences, or rather abuses, is laid the egg that hatches out the criminal, and produces a manhood in which all spirituality seems lost. The Master
never uttered a truer word than when He said, Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Thousands of our young men and boys are not
pure in heart. Their personal vices have made them gross and vulgar in thought, and sermons calling to a holy life leave no more impression on
them than on the cattle in the field. Boys enter into these secret sins without knowing the wrong and danger of them. They are taught them by their
playmates, whom they have not suspected of a design of injuring them, and they often never learn the blighting influence of them till, later in life,
they find themselves the victims of a terrible vice. These boys have parents whom God gave them to shield them and rescue them from these
beginnings of a low...
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