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typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1909 edition. Excerpt: . . . make such a marriage unpopular in France and perhaps impossible
in Russia. An Austrian Arch-duchess would not be very easy to get, and besides, alliances in that quarter always seem to be unlucky. The King of
Prussias niece, to whom Louis Philippe inclines, seems to be insignificant in appearance and delicate in health. She has been brought up in habits of
parsimony, and the possible subjects of quarrel which might arise between two Powers between whom the Rhine is in dispute, make the Duke
somewhat averse from the Prussian Princess. From reports which are current it appears that the young Prince is more in favour of the second
daughter of the King of Wiirtemberg, who is tall, well made, pretty, witty and vivacious. She takes it from her mother, the Grand-duchess Catherine
of Russia, one of the most distinguished women of her time, and, when she wished to be so, very charming. She was, however, an ambitious, restless
and intriguing person, and | hope that her daughter does not resemble her in everything. M. le Duc dOrleans asked for M. de Talleyrands advice and
mine on the subject; we asked for time to reflect. The Prince has invited himself to Valencay for the beginning of October to talk all this over at our
ease. He has sense and a good judgment, and is not without ambition. There are excellent features in his character, but both his qualities and his
defects make a distinguished wife...
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