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Vindicated: An Address Delivered Before the Temperance Societies of Charleston, on the 4th of July,
1843 Fellow-Citizens: Up to a very late period in the history of the world, there seemed to be no
victories thought worthy of commemoration, but the victories of war. Nothing could fill the
diseased fancies of men but dwelling on vulgar conflicts of animal ferocity, in which it was the
whole ambition of the race to bring themselves down to a level with the brutes that perish. In their
thirst for each others blood, they never stopped to think if their faculties could not be applied to
some more useful and more dignified occupation than the art of mutual destruction. To aggravate
the common misery was the common end. The human passions and the human mind seemed
equally bent on one great business of carrying out a system of violence and wrong, which was to
propagate wretchedness from age to age, pouring out its vials of unintermitted wrath, till that
predicted time might come, when men shall...
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