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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Illustrated. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The circumstances under which the future Buddha was born were somewhat as follows. In the 6th
century B.C. the Aryan tribes had long been settled far down the valley of the Ganges. The old child-like joy in life so manifest in the Vedas had died
away; the worship of nature had developed or degenerated into the worship of new and less pure divinities; and the Vedic songs themselves, whose
freedom was little compatible with the spirit of the age, had faded into an obscurity which did not lessen their value to the priests. The country was
politically split up into little principalities, most of them governed by some petty despot, whose interests were not oGen the same as those of the
community. There were still, however, about a dozen free republics, most of them with aristocratic government, and it was in these that reforming
movements met with most approval and support. A convenient belief in the doctrine of the transmigration of souls satisfied the unfortunate that
their woes were the natural result of their own deeds in a former birth, and, though unavoidable now, might be escaped in a future state of
existence by present good conduct. While hoping for a better fate in their next birth, the poor turned for succour and advice in this to the aid of
astrology, witchcraG and animisma belief in which seems to underlie all religions, and still survives even in England. The inspiriting wars against the
enemies of the Aryan people, the infidel deniers of the Aryan gods, had given place to a succession of internecine feuds between the chiefs of
neighbouring clans. In literature an age...
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