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Drug control -- United States. Excerpt: . . . granting ICE agents authority to pursue counternarcotics cases. Also, we are recommending that the
Secretary of Homeland Security ( 1 ) direct ICE to contribute all relevant drug-related information to the Special Operations Division and fully
participate in the OCDETF Fusion Center and ( 2 ) ensure that ICE fully responds. Finally, we are recommending that the Administrator of DEA update
the agencys strategic plan to more fully and accurately reflect the agencys post-9 11 responsibilities and activities and also establish appropriate
performance measures that provide a basis for assessing progress. On February 6, 2009, in commenting on a draE of this report, DOJ concurred
with our recommendations. On March 9, 2009, DHS responded to our draE report asserting that the Secretary of Homeland Security and the
Attorney General have begun meeting regularly in order to enhance coordination between DHS and DOJ on a range of issues, including those
addressed in this report. While neither explicitly agreeing nor disagreeing with our recommendations, DHS suggested several revisions to the
wording of the recommendations, which we considered but did not make. We believe that implementation of our recommendations will help to
ensure continued progress in addressing long-standing issues. DEA is the nations federal agency dedicated to drug law enforcement. Background
DEA was created in 1973 as a result of Department of Justice 17 Reorganization Plan No. 2 and Executive Order 11727. Basically, the President
proposed the creation of a single, comprehensive Federal agency within the Department of Justice to lead the war against illicit drug traGic, namely
DEA, which consolidated the drug enforcement functions performed by legacy DOJ components and by the Department of the...
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