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Humanitarian assistance, American -- Cuba. Excerpt: . . . ocracy, I know at this juncture that a number of our colleagues are not prepared to sign
onto such a dramatic change in our policy. Rather, this bill creates specific exceptions to the embargo that will among other things allow American
farmers and businesses to sell food, medicine and agricultural equipment to Cuba without the burden of securing annual licenses, and will allow our
farmers and businesses to use American banks and American financing to conduct these sales. Both of these changes along with the liIing of
shipping restrictions are designed to allow sales to move forward in a way that is less burdensome to American farmers and industry. We are
fortunate to have with us this aIernoon the former Assistant Secretary of State for the Western Hemisphere, Bernie Aronson, to share with the
committee his views on the legislation and on the U. S. -Cuba policy in general. Bernie Aronson is extremely well-qualified to do so not only because
of his previous government service but also because since 1998 he has been the co-chair of the Council on Foreign Relations Task Force on Cuba
reviewing this issue and debating it with a broad cross-section of Cuban experts. And I thank you, Bernie, for being here this aIernoon. Much of the
debate on U. S. -Cuban policy is centered around whether our policy is achieving its objective of bringing democracy to Cuba or whether it is
needlessly causing suJering to the 11 million people living on the island of Cuba. Those are very important questions. But the most important
question in my opinion is whether it is serving the American peoples interests. Is...
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