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Table 1: Comparison of Pharmaceutical Interventions for a Pandemic When it is Known expected to potential Pharmaceutical Time frame for
Known potential interventions development be available benefits weaknesses How it works Dosage May be used Virus can Antivirals Disrupts viral
Before a Before and Varies, as a form of develop infection of pandemic during a depending on prophylaxis resistance cells, such as pandemic the
type of or treatment the ability to antiviral used Must be taken bind to human and age of May be made within 48 hours of cells or be patient and
developing released from stockpiled in symptoms for an infected cell advance of a maximum a pandemic effectiveness May prevent May or may not
Pre-pandemic Stimulates a Before a Early in a Research on severe illness be well-matched vaccine human immune pandemic pandemic one type of
and death to the pandemic-response vaccine causing strain suggests 2 May be made doses of 90 and micrograms stockpiled in b ( mcg. ) advance
Will help Cannot be Pandemic vaccine Stimulates a During a HHS Unknown until prevent developed in human immune pandemic estimates that
actual infection or advance response initial doses pandemic-serious causing strain will not be Will take months illness available emerges to develop
because the until 20 to vaccine will 23 weeks be well-after the start matched to of the the pandemic pandemic-causing strain Source: GAO analysis
of HHS documents and journal articles. a Effectiveness estimate is based on antiviral use during seasonal influenza outbreaks. b This dosing is based
on the vaccine developed...
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