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Commanding Colonel stared at the big map with its red ribbons marking air trails to and from targets. He was spotting the exact point where his
Third Fighter group would have to turn back and leave the big Fortresses and Liberators to go it alone into the concentrated defenses of Germany.
Weather Officer Miller looked glumly at the map as Colonel Holt placed his finger on a spot. 610 cloud over station six. Station six was a Luftwaffe
fighter field. The colonel scowled and shook his head. Are the big boys going outYes, sir. Conditions over target are very good. Weather grinned
when he said it. We wont get much of a whack at the Jerries, the colonel said rather testily. The Forts and Libs will make it through, Weather said
with a lot of cockiness. He was beginning to act like the rest of the gang around headquarters who believed that the Forts and the Libs could go it
alone all the way and shoot down any number of fighters the Germans could send up. Colonel Holt was a strong supporter for fighter cover. He was
battling for a flock of longer-range...
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