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4, the National Competitiveness Act of 1993: Hearings Before the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, United States Senate, One
Hundred Third Congress, First Session, February 24, and March 25, 1993 The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 9:32 a.m. in room SR - 253, Russell
Senate Office Building, Hon. Ernest F. Hollings (chairman of the committee) presiding. Staff members assigned to this hearing: Patrick H. Windham,
professional staff member; and Louis C. Whitsett, minority staff counsel. Opening Statement of Senator Hollings The Chairman. Good morning. The
committee will come to order. We welcome Secretary Brown. This is our initial hearing this year with respect to technology and trade policy. This
does commence a dramatic change with respect to America s competitiveness. Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution says that the Congress shall
have the power to regulate foreign commerce. And as a result, the original committee here that we chair used to be the Committee on Foreign
Commerce. Then it was the Committee on Foreign and Interstate Commerce. Then, over the years, there was an almost fetish to not do anything
about commerce. And since commerce had nothing much to do, they gave us space, science, and transportation. And so now we are the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. The efforts by this committee and others over the years now have been met with almost stonewalling -
people saying wait a minute, you cannot do that. You cannot get into commerce. You cannot do what the constitution says do; namely regulate
commerce; that that would be setting industrial policy. And with that fetish in mind, we had to veritably sneak onto the 1988 Trade Act...
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