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And who can limit the use of the ?int and steel? Matches, as we know them, are but of yesterday,
some fifty years old at best; but the ?int and steel enjoys an age-reputation actually greater than
that of the Pyramids. In fact, there is every reason to believe that this has been the method
employed in Northern Europe for making fire as far back as the age of stone itself, when, for want
of steel, man used the nodules of iron pyrites, such as are found in the chalk and in the clay beds of
various geological for mations. But to go back beyond the historical age. Of the tinder-box, the
neighbourhood of Brandon was a depot of ?int-work of quite another kind in the Stone Age itself,
when the people of that age made their...
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