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Painting, grade: 1 (A), Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University (Faculty of Arts), course: Course:
South African Archaeology and Ethno history (SA 301), 9 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: One aspect of the wealth of material evidence left behind by the early people are
the pictures in south african rock art. They occur in paintings and engravings. In 1996 the total
number of sites in South Africa was estimated to be a little over 10 000 but the actual number of
sites is significantly undercounted. It is still not known exactly when the artists started to make rock
art, although new techniques of radiocarbon dating, using very small samples of paint, open the
possibility of an absolute chronology. The oldest example of rock art in Africa was found in 1969 by
Eric Wendt in the southern region of Namibia at a site called Apollo 11. After various datings, mainly
with the radiocarbon method, archaeologists concluded that the rock art tradition in southern
africa is at least...
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