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*xx*x* Excerpt from Civil Government: Local, State, and National; And the History of Missouri This book has been written in the hope that it will serve
to promote and improve the study of government and state history in the schools of Missouri. It is apparent that many children who leave the
elementary school are ignorant of and indifferent to the simple facts of civil government in the United States as well as unacquainted with Missouri
history. As most of these pupils do not attend a higher school this condition can not be remedied in the secondary school or college. The great
majority of our voters and citizens must receive their training in citizenship during their years of study in the elementary school. Hence, the problem
which arises is that of presenting historical and political facts in such a manner as to interest the pupil and develop in him true political ideals and
sentiments. Recognizing that the child in the elementary school can appreciate only the simple facts of government it has been the endeavor to
avoid difficult problems and to omit all discussions of a technical legal or constitutional character. Moreover, as it is believed that the child can
more readily understand those institutions which are close at hand and can be used for illustration, the text begins with a consideration of local
government. The average pupil can be made to understand the institutions of local government which come within the range of his personal
experience. lllustrations with which he is perfectly familiar can be used and will serve to arouse his interest and stimulate his imagination. By
drawing comparisons between the family and school and local government...
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