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***x* Excerpt from The Yo-Semite: Its History, Its Scenery, Its Development | am aware that my subject seems better fitted for a scientific society, than
one, which, like ours, seeks to preserve the recorded facts of the past. But we all love Nature and she addresses us in so varied moods that there is no
one, who does not at some time find great pleasure in contemplating her developments. Nowhere probably upon the whole globe, has she given a
more sublime and grand development, than in the valley, the surrounding hills and those magnificent waterfalls, which have taken the general
name of Yo-Semite. My task then shall be to tell you, what | can, in the brief time allotted me, of the Yo-Semite, the history of its discovery and
exploration, its scenery and its future development. | am also aware, how very far short of satisfaction to myself, as well as to you, | shall come in
any attempt to describe the sublimity and grandeur of this scenery; | can only indicate, leaving your imagination to paint a more perfect picture,
and trusting that you all may yet behold, as | have, those scenes with your own eyes, and drink in the inspiration the voice of God speaking to us
through Nature. The history of the Yo-Semite is, to a certain extent, the history of California, for in this, culminates all the glories of her magnificent
scenery, and to preserve this place, where man is forbidden to build his cities or in great numbers to congregate, as a sacred park, she has always
labored, aided as far as possible by the Nation in her Legislative Councils. About the...
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