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***** This paper presents results from a simulation study which investigated the use of Continuous Descent Arrival (CDA) procedures for conducting
a descent through a busy terminal area, using conventional transport-category automation. This research was part of the Low Noise Flight
Procedures (LNFP) element within the Quiet Aircraft Technology (QAT) Project, that addressed development of flight guidance, and supporting pilot
and Air Traffic Control (ATC) procedures for low noise operations. The procedures and chart were designed to be easy to understand, and to make it
easy for the crew to make changes via the Flight Management Computer Control-Display Unit (FMC-CDU) to accommodate changes from ATC. The
test runs were intended to represent situations typical of what exists in many of today s terminal areas, including interruptions to the descent in the
form of clearances issued by ATC.
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