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the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1812 Excerpt: . . . thorities that are extant, and a defect of historical critieism and manly independence-
Semler entered upon the history of the first five centuries with the purpose of opposing the ruling taste, of giving a more true and faithful
delineation of the peculiar state of Christianity in this early period, than is to be found in the greater and smaller histories in use, and of publishing
to the world, without reserve, what his proofs and documents attested; what perhaps some had already observed, but had not bcen disposed to
acknowledge. Thus he disturbed the common prejudice concerning the superiority of the first times of Christianity over the present, and shewed
undeniably that our religion was even then corrupted by means of fanatical men, who taught a kind of Christianity mixed with Jewish superstition,
and, by their extravagance, even in the tolerant times of the Romish government, brought contempt upon the Christians, by creating a belief that
they were, or would become the foes of sovereigns, and the authors of dangerous innovations and tumultuous commotions in the state. He
censured the increasing ignorance and fanatieism, the vulgarity and wickedness of the teachers, the cabals and the pride of dominion of those who,
from the eircumstances of the times, had the most influence; their dissensions and quarrels concerning doctrines, which thrust aside true
Christianity; and the love of the great mass of common Christians for relics and fictitious miracles. In particular he was very skilful and acute in...
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