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Jewish Publication Society, New York, 2009. SoBcover. Condition: New. 181 pages. SoBcover. New book. JEWISH STUDIES. Houses of Study is an
eloquent memoir of a Jewish woman's life and her eGorts to reconcile the traditions of her faith with her belief in women's equality and the pull of
modern American living. Ilana M. Blumberg traces her path from a childhood immersed in Hebrew and classical Judaic texts alongside Anglo-
American novels and biographies to a womanhood where the two literatures suddenly represent mutually exclusive possibilities for life. Set in
"houses of study," from a Jewish grammar school and high school to a Jerusalem yeshiva for women to a secular American university, her intimate
and poignant memoir asks what happens when the traditional Jewish ideal of learning asserts itself in a woman directed by that same tradition
toward a life of modesty, early marriage, and motherhood. This Bison Books edition is updated with discussion questions. Ilana M. Blumberg is an
assistant professor of humanities, culture, and writing at James Madison College, Michigan State University. "Tension wraps around the pages of
Blumberg's memoir, an ardent intellectual autobiography by a woman in love with both Jewish texts and secular literature. . . . [H]er memoir
elucidates . . . the passion for study no matter what a person's gender."ÑPublishers Weekly "A book that deserves a serious readership: a memoir
that reads like a poem, a voice that's intelligent, brave, passionate and conversant."ÑSandee Brawarsky, Jewish Week "This book is a union of
letters and texts no less magnetic; to enter Ilana Blumberg's houses of study is, invariably, to become ignited."ÑLilith "This is a poignant and
perceptive account of how a highly educated Jewish woman managed to combine her extensive Jewish knowledge with her insights into English
literature. Her journey toward mature awareness, so well described...
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