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every step backward, policymakers have crafted and passed policies that have moved the nation two steps forward toward social democracy. Built
in bits and pieces, the modern US welfare state, while still less encompassing than European counterparts, is not only massive but expanding its
reach. The evidence, which has accumulated over three quarters of a century, is now overwhelming: Social Security, national unemployment
insurance, AFDC (later replaced by TANF), Medicare and Medicaid, the Earned Income Tax Credit, and-most recently-the Affordable Care Act
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