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***x* Excerpt from To the People of Virginia The reason urged for this sudden change of measures, is the suspension of specie payments by the
banks, and yet one of the most obvious effects of the bill must be to postpone and retard the resumption. The suspension of specie payments not
only involved the Government, but the people, in difficulties and embarrassments; yet the administration, instead of using its legitimate powers and
immense resources to relieve the people as well as the Government, has cut itself loose from the people, seized by its strong arm the gold and silver
for itself and its office-holders, leaving the people to fare as best they may. But the advocates of the measure say, the people are not compelled to
take any thing but gold and silver. They are compelled to do it, by that which is stronger than law - by stern necessity. Let the mechanics, or
merchants, or farmers determine to take nothing but gold or silver, and the mechanic may shut up his shop, the merchant his store, and the farmer
will see his grain rotting in his barn. We repeat it, then, the people must take bank notes or nothing - the gold and silver will be for the Government
and its office-holders, who, as did Col. Benton, will sell their gold and silver for a premium, which we the people must pay. We are not surprised to
find the office holders advocating this Sub-Treasury - it increases their salaries by the premium of the specie, and the enhanced value of money;
and, strange to tell, Mr. Van Buren who has urged and at last carried this measure,...
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