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**xxxx Excerpt from Colonial Schemes of Popham and Gorges: Speech of John Wingate Thornton, at the Fort Popham Celebration, August 29, 1862,
Under the Auspices of the Maine Historical Society Mr. Thornton was invited to respond to the following sentiment: The Sam - The home of Vines and
his companions in 1616, and the first scat of Justice, in which the forms of the common law were put into practice. Mr. President and Gentlemen of
the Monte Historical Society: The present might at first seem peculiarly unseasonable for an occasion like this, but a recurrence to the history of oar
political institutions, is ever worthy of wise and prudent men. and never before have such investigations been so forced upon our attention as now,
when the nation is struggling for its very life, and every man seeks for the cause and cure of our national calamity. The occasion, and the sentiment
to which | have the honor to respond, naturally lead to inquiry into the political views and designs of Sir Ferdinando Gorges and his associates, as
developed in their colonial schemes, the true character of their enterprises, and the latent causes of their failure, rather than into local details.
Happily Sir Ferdinando has left in his Briefe Narration a condensed and lucid statement, of the most authentic character, for he wrote of events and
persons within his own knowledge; his book is a retrospect of his own labors, of an earnest life, of which one of his own sentences furnishes an
epitome: What can be more pleasing to a generous nature, be says, than to he exercised in doing public good? Especially when his labour and
industry...
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