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Disasters can significantly affect human health and seriously disrupt the functioning of society. They cause widespread human, material, or
environmental losses that exceed local capacity to respond, and call for external assistance.1 These events can be categorized as natural, human-
induced, and complex. Natural events include tornadoes and earthquakes, human-induced include accidental chemical spills and terrorist events,
and complex include famine and war. Disasters can severely impact a community s well-being though major infrastructure damage and severe
financial losses, straining local health care and emergency response capabilities and severely affecting health and the environment.2,3 Health risks
include illness, physical injury, potential disease outbreaks, exacerbation of chronic illness, mental health issues, and death.4 Epidemiology plays an
integral role in disaster preparedness, response, and recovery activities. During disasters, public health surveillance can provide useful information
for targeted and effective public health response.5-10 However, according to a study by the Disaster Epidemiology Subcommittee of the Council of
State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE), the range of disaster surveillance activities conducted across U.S. states differ significantly.9 States
varied in whether they had performed disaster surveillance in the past 10 years, had included surveillance in their jurisdiction s response plan, and
had used exercises to test their surveillance systems. Those that had conducted disaster surveillance activities reported the need for flexible disaster
surveillance response plans, key partnerships established, and staff trained and ready to support surveillance activities before an event.9 This primer
was developed to provide introductory information on the purpose, importance, and methods for approaching disaster surveillance in the U.S. The
audience for this primer is public health departments at state, local, tribal, and territorial levels. This document outlines how health departments
can approach public health surveillance...
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