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**xx* Excerpt from The Chronicles of Clovernook: With Some Account of the Hermit of Bellyfulle We have yet no truthful map of England. No offence
to the publishers; hut the verity must be uttered. We have pored and pondered, and gone to our sheets with weak, winking eyes, having vainly
searched, we cannot trust ourselves to say how many hundred maps of our beloved land, for the exact whereabout of Clovernook. We cannot find
it. More: we doubt - so imperfect are all the maps - If any man can drop his linger on the spot, can point to the blessed locality of that most blissful
village. He could as easily show to us the hundred of Utopia; the glittering weathercocks of the New Atalantis. And shall we be more communicative
than the publishers! Noj; the secret shall be buried with us? we will hug it under our shroud. We have heard of shrewd, short-speeched men who were
the living caskets of some healing jewel; some restorative recipe to draw the burning fangs from gout; some anodyne to | touch away sciatica into
the lithesomeness of a kid; and these men have died, and have, to their own satisfaction at least, carried their secrets into their coffins, as though the
mystery would comfort them as they rotted. There have been such men; and the black, begrimed father of all uncharitableness sits cross-legged
upon their tomb-stones, and sniggers over them! Nevertheless, we will not tell to the careless and irreverent world - a world noisy with the ringing of
shillings - the whereabout of Clover-nook. We might, would we condescend, give an all-sufficient reason for our closeness: we will...
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