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Common Ground Publishing, 2018. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In this debut, Wang
offers an entirely new way of conceptualizing economics and social relations. Drawing from a rich historical analysis of ancient Greece, she
provides an exposition of Olympianism --a stunning program of political economy and identity formation that speaks directly to the crises in the
21st century. Olympianism comprises a series of distinct economic patterns which shaped the workings of property, labor, money, and knowledge in
ancient Greece, around the time of its first democracy. The Olympian moral philosophies of universal inclusion and mutual thriving generated
effective policies and practices in all areas of social relations. However, the advent of state and market institutions undermined the system s
potency, resulting in exclusion and disparity. Examining these conflicting historical forces, Wang isolates the vision of a decentralized, spontaneous,
and horizontal social order that was central to early democratic politics. Wang supplements this political and economic analysis with an
identification of the cultural underpinnings in literary sources. She demonstrates that Olympianism was rendered possible by a unique subjectivity,
which itself arose from a set of particular metaphysical, ontological, and sociological narratives. Before the Market presents a comprehensive vision
of a vibrant alternative economic system and an inspiring notion of democratic identity. To this end, this book highlights the benefits that radical
paradigm transformation could bring to societies all around the world, while raising provocative questions about the human condition in the
modern era.
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