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***xx Excerpt from Agencies for the Sale of Cooked Foods Without Profit The survey here reported was decided upon by the Woman s Committee of
the Council of National Defense in the spring of 1918, and the plan for it was developed by an advisory committee of persons known throughout the
country for their understanding of the economics of nutrition. At the time when it was undertaken, no one could foresee how food conditions might
develop in the United States, and an intelligent policy for national preparedness demanded the collection of reliable information regarding the
practical methods and economic results of group or community cooking wherever it had been tried. Although the outcome of the war has now
changed the international food situation and there seems less danger of an acute shortage in this country, food conditions are still far from normal.
We may yet be called on to share a large proportion of our supplies with less fortunate nations, and prices are still so high that the adequate feeding
of many families remains a serious problem. Questions of domestic labor are also becoming more rather than less complicated, both in homes
which depend on servants and where the woman who formerly kept house for her own family is now employed outside. Moreover, the general
interest in all these questions is much greater than formerly, while reliable information is very scarce. It has, therefore, seemed wise to publish this
report, though the original purpose in making it no longer holds. It is realized fully that the material here presented does not cover the whole subject
of the preparation of food outside of the home. Such a complete survey...
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