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University of Minnesota His publication appeared in 1824. An earlier communication of Hall s presented to the Royal Medical Society of England in
1833 should also be mentioned. Though the work of these men was conducted independently, they arrived at the same general conclusions and
established definitely that the sympathetic plexus is connected with the posterior column of the cord and that the motor impulses pass from the
anterior roots. Three other important contributions should be mentioned before taking up the work of Westphal and Erb. George Morton, of
Philadelphia, published a research in nerve physiology in 1839, entitled Grania Americanae. The work of Magendie Floures on the relation of the
brain and medulla oblongata to the functions of the cord, and that of H. H. Smith, are to be mentioned in connection with the development of our
knowledge of the various reflexes. Since Westphal and Erb recognized the values and introduced studies on the knee jerk, or patellar tendon reflex, it
has been a fruitful field for scientific research and extensive literature has been gathered about it. The work of Fuerbringer on section of the cord in
the upper dorsal region of rabbits showed that lively knee jerks could be elicited despite the claim of Rosenthal and Mendelsohn that, after
transsection of the cord at different levels, the knee jerk is lost, and that the production of the reflexes required an intact are in the region of the
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