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**xxxx Excerpt from Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States: Annals of the Commandery of the State of Massachusetts; From Its
Institution, March 4, 1868, to May 1, 1918, and the Proceedings at the Fiftieth Anniversary, March 6, 1918; Compiled From the Records, From Personal
Recollections, From Conferences With Comp The Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States had its inception on that saddest day, at the
conclusion of the Civil War, when humanity throughout the world was shocked by the death of Abraham Lincoln. In honor of that illustrious
memory and of the great cause for which we had fought; in recognition of the affectionate friendships which had been inspired among the officers
of the Army then about to disband; in historic recollection of the Society of the Cincinnati, which had embraced the officers of the Revolutionary
Army, it was determined to form this Order; and at a meeting of a few officers in the city of Philadelphia the initial steps were that day taken for its
organization. It was the first of the military societies which followed, or rather accompanied the close of the War. - (From General Charles Devens s
Twenty-fifth Anniversary Oration.) On April 15, 1865, a meeting was held at the office of Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Ellwood Zell in Philadelphia, to
take action for the officers and ex-officers of the Army and Navy to act as a guard of honor to the remains of the President. It was determined to call
a meeting of those who had served in the Rebellion on April 20, when Colonel Zell presented a motion, which was adopted, that a society should be...
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